Leaders and Nobodies

The effort of the individual person to live at his
full height, not cringing to circumstances nor being
ashamed to fail, is the source of the power which
the community now needs. But the disturbance of
traditional ideals and the violent change of circum-
stances which some now endure should not throw a
man back upon himself alone. That was the mistake
of the Stoics and Epicureans in the downfall of
traditional paganism. What is needed is not a refuge
from the outer world, but a "cause" to fight for
within it. What is good should arouse men far more
than mere opposition to what is bad. The democratic
tradition cannot be maintained only on arguments
against violence and authoritarianism. It must be
understood and keenly felt for itself. And it is best
understood and most keenly felt when men act
together for a common cause. The habit of going out
to help is the only escape from the fear and jealousy
which obstruct what is best in common folk; and that
habit is so widespread and so easily aroused to action
among nobodies that they can save civilization.
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